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Renewed Activity in All
Parts of the City and

in Suburbs.

MANY BIG DEALS;
RETICENT AGENTS

Realty Transactions Extend to
All Parts of the City.New
Suburban Additions Spring¬
ing Up.Norwood Has to

Expand.Lakeside Place
Looms Up.

"Take- it from me,*' said a prominent
real estate man yesterday, "the demand
for Richmond property is good, never
was better, and the agent ttiat is not
doing business now. if ho lias anything
real desirable to soil, has only himself
to blame. Business is good, und 1 ex¬

pect to see It gel heiter and better
still as the Spring day:; come along.'
Yes, take this from me as a straight
goods proposition, and 1 am not"*what
you would call a speculator, cither, nor
even ah optimist, In the strict sense of
that term."
The facts and the figures concerning

last week's transactions In real estate
in and around Richmond would seem to
bear out what the man nuoted above
had to Kay. Even the unexpected
March snowstorm did not deter tho
agents and the buyers and sellers of
realty from doing business, except, per¬
haps, It put a damper on suburban
activity for about one nnd a half days.

Where Activity Is I'ruinlucut.

The business transacted and the ac¬

tive Inquiry recorded and noted indicate
that property Is in demand. One good
judge of values Is my authority for say¬
ing that anything on either side of
Broad Street from, say. about Shafer
.Street, westward, Is salable, not at

fancy tlgures, 't may be. but that class
of property is being looked to by real
investors, arid they are willing to pay
lull value for It. Other properties in
the ceme locality are in demand, and
the seller or would-be seller will have
no trouble In disposing of the same if
he does not get his Ideas of value too
in.).'. Inflated.

Tii. re were a number of transactions
In Wi :-.t Broad and West Grace Street
properties, and also In West Main and
adjoining streets.during the past week,
and in t!:e main the buyers were bona
Ilde investors, who propose to hold on

to their purchases and In some In¬
stances tn make extensive improve¬
ments.

Residence property in the western
part of tho city has also been active,
and the agents who have good building
lots for rale, and are devoid of inflated
pleas of value?, have, had no trouble it'
finding buyers.

Some PrettT nig Snleii.
h is also true that a great deal of

trading and swapping lias been going
on, but that is a good sign, for traders
and swappers never Und anything for
their banns to do on a dull or Insipid
market.
The biggest 3ingle transactions of

the week were In Broad Street ground.
The purchase by F. L. Sparks of the
Lubln Theatre property at ?7f>,000 was!
r,ne of them. The other was a deal
that foots up about $85,000, and is said
to Invoke the property at Jefferson
and West Broad Streets, known as the
Mayo piece.
There are all kinds of rumors of

other big deals in the same regions,
but these rumors are hard to be chased
down to ca?.t-lron fact. Sonic other
such deals may have been made, but
the dealers absolutely refuse to tell
about them.
Joseph Llehonstcln bought through

the Noonandson Realty Corporation the
residence 1030 West Grace Street, for
which he paid 510,500, and will, after
adding some improvements, make it hia
home. This agency sold other proper-
lies during the week, among them lots
In the 2000 block on Grove Avenue for
about $10,000.
Charles A. Rose Company made a

good record, and while the firm was

reticent when approached, it leaked
out that their total sales for the week
amounted to about $5S.ÖÖp. it was

mainly residential property.
Much in Hie A Kg rewrite.

Rlchoson |& Grutchfield had a good
Week's business. Their biggest single]
tale was the residence 41.". West Grace
Street, which was purchased by ft. B.
Wilson for $10.000. A combination
store and residence on Main Street,
between Seventeenth and Eighteenth,
for §7.500; a Monument Avenue lot for
?fi,fi00: 106 feet of ground on Floyd
Avenue and West Street for $7.800; a
South Bichmond home, and several
houses in tho Jackson Ward region,
show somewhat tho diversified work
tills firm did.
Amos & Polndexter also went all over

the earth to make sales, and succeeded
in footing up about $15,000 of deals,
and these Included a farm up on tho
Richmond, Fredericksburg and Potomac;
road, some Church Hill property, houses;
and lots in Highland Park, and a place
ott Hanover Street.
William 13. Purcell, Jr., Co. made a

variety of small sales, mostly of resi¬
dence property and vacant lots, which
footed up about $15,000.
At lea:-i forty other agencies report!

business of like character.that is u»:
say, scattered all over the city and the
suburbs, but for various and sundry
reasons they prefer not to give partic¬
ulars. Taken altogether. It is safe toi
estimate that at least $300,000 of bus¬
iness was done in tho realty realm last
we:-k, and this does not include that
which wan done among the traders and
the swappers, either.

iVoi-wond nnd Other Suburb*.
Til the suburbs there- is decided ac¬

tivity, notwithstanding the bad weath¬
er of the first part of the week. In
Glnter Park there seems lb bo renewed
activity, and the company having the
same in hand reports a good demand
for lots, and this demand comes from
home-makers, who propose to build
this spring and summer. The company
has just opened up Lakeside Place,
which lies between Lakeside, nnd Jos¬
eph Bryan Parks, and Is immediately
"

(Continued on Third PageTy

INDUSTRIAL POSSIBILITIES AND ROAD MAKING

IVBW GOOD ROAD XISAR CIIASK CITY.
CON VICT CAMP OX GOOD ROADS WORK.

DRV, SAP-PEELED WILLOWS, GRADED. NREE.Y, LNPEELED \VI LLOWS, GitADED.

ORE CORN TALK;
EONS FOR IT

Demonstration Work to Spread
to Other Fields All Over

the South.

A VOICE FROM DOWN IN TEXAS

How and Why the Good Work
.Will Spread and Keep

Growing.
While taking' pride in the many fins

crops of corn that were grown in Vir¬
ginia and other Southern States last
year, and whilo expressing great ad¬
miration for the large yields reported
from various demonstration acres
worked by the boys and the old men,
too, it must he granted that the fact
remains and looks at us In cold figures
that the corn-growers of this great
country, while making largely more
than three and a quarter billion
bushels in the aggregate, last year
they made a rather slim showing in
the average column.
According to the best figures obtain

able, the average yield per acre itj the
winde country was only 27.4 bushels
per acre. This seems to Indicate that
the average farmer needs to bestir
himself a bit more. He has been be¬
stirring himself, and in Virginia he
ha:, pulled the average per acre upsever;'.! heaping bushels in the last five
vean, and the hoys and the demon¬
stration workers have done it. but they
must not stop there.

A Voice Front 'Vcxntt,
Speaking along these lines, John C

ISdgar, a Texas corn enthusiast, who
writes for Home and Farm, says:
"The widespread movement on foot

for the better cultivation of the corn
crop is noing to revolutionize that in¬
dustry in the South. It was a happy
thought to let the; old 'standpatters'
stay in the ruts worn by tradition and
I lie unprofitable practices, of their an-
cas tors, and to plant the feet of tho
young generation on the sure road to
success.
"The short distance traveled along

this road and the accompanying results
have shown the unlimited possibilities
in this direction. A few years ago we
seemed to accept it as a matter of
course and a decree of Providence that
corn could not "he" grown In the J'nuth
to be worth the effort- Cotton was all
right, but corn was out of :ts latitude
Now nearly every county in the South
has its boys' club, and nearly every,
member has increased the yiel I . ht
his parents-' crop from f>0 to lao or
more per cent., and the limit *s not
yet.
"Tho hoys reverse the old saying. 'As

the old cock crows the -young on>J
learns,' and the chicken now teaches
the old rooster, and Illustrates the
paradoxical saying that 'The child's the
father of the man.'
"The demonstraHons of the hoys arc

making the young men think a'nd some
of the old opes lake notice. When the
thinkers are turned. loose there can

(Colntimred' on Third Page.)

TOBACCO BREAKS
Good Stocks Showing L'p, but

vXoi So Many of Them
Now.

MARKET FIRM AND ACTIVE

E^riccs on Burley and Sun-Cured
Goods Are a Shade

Higher.
The offerings of loose leaf tobacco on

5he various markets in Virginia and
North Carolina are growing smaller
and. smaller as the season nears the
end. The breaks on all of the markets
fell off considerably the past* week.
The Richmond warehouses sold about

«00,000 pounds of dayk tobaccos, mainly
of the sun-cured variety, and about
350,000 pounds of Burley. The Daven¬
port Warehouse, which makes a
specialty of the Burley, handled about
320,000 pounds. Prices were a shade
higher on all of the types that showed
up on the market, the demand for good
stocks being very active and the buy¬
ers showing an eagerness to bid on
evory pile that'was offered. Good sun-
cured wrappers were rather scarce, and
the hulk of the offerings were made
up of tillers. These were in prime order,
and tho demand being active they sold
at-outside! tigtires.
The Offerings of Burley were of the

bette $ rades, and sold a shade higher
than tno week previous. Among these
offerings was a crop of some 10.00U
pounds from Mecklenburg county
grown by Betts and sons, which In all
respects was better stock than their
crop of the previous year, when they
made their first attempt at growing
the Burley in that great tobacco-mak¬
ing county.
The hogshead lot dealers had fairly

good business during tho week. the.
transactions in brights be'ng especially
noticeable.

Illiickrttotic Tobacco Mnrkot.
f.Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

Blackstohe, Ya., March 1 1..Reportof the tobacco market as given by T.
K. Chambers, of Farmers' Warehouse:
Owing to not having a season for

some tithe oUr"receipts nave been very
light tills week, the town selling about
150,000 pounds. The market Is very
active on all grades of tobacco, and
prices have advanced considerable on
lugs «and short, leaf. It Is estimated
that there- is only from 15 per cent,
to 10 per cent, of the crop unsold.
Our. quotation- are as follows: Lugs,

.¦.ommon. $0.50 to $7.75: lugs, good.
With length. $8.5o to $0: short leaf,
fO to 51 a; shipping, medium, $0 to $10;
shipping,1 line, $10 to $12; wrappers,
.short. $10 to $14: wrappers, fine, $n
to $25.

Danville Tobacco Heport.
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]

Danville, Va., March 1J..The sales
of loose leaf tobacco on the warehouse.
floors have been very small this week.
There is nothing of particular interest,
to he said of the market, except that.
prices cont..me to bo very linn on all
grades, and that tho crop is rapidly
getting out of farmers' hands. After
one or two more weeks of heavy sales,

(Continued on Last Pago.)

cri/m-ATi.-vr; Tin: willow for basket-making.

VIEWS AND NEAR VIEWS;
HINTS AND SUGGESTIONS

As to Road-Working Convicts.What Bad Colds
Cost.Extermination of Flies.Railroads
Built Without Fuss.A Corn Grower's

Report.Minor Suggestions.
nv PRAXK s. woonsox,

Industrial ICrittor.
I was down In Mecklenburg countylast week talking good roads as best

I could at an enthusiastic meeting thai
whs held in the good little town ojSouth Hill. I found, among otlici
things, that there is a curious mis¬
understanding In regard to the oper¬ations of the State lnw allowing con¬
victs to work on the county roan's.
One goorl brother expressed the opin¬ion that hired labor would be cheaperin his district because of the expense
to the district of maintaining the con¬
victs. It may bo that In other pails
of the State there is a similar mis¬
understanding. The fact Is that the
convicts do not cost the, county or the
district or the road-bulldlng fund thai
niny be raised by a bond Issue or
{otherwise a single penny. When thu
State nllots a company of convicts to
a'county or a district the State pays
every cent of tho cost of feeding,
guarding, housing and transporting
tho workmen. The appropriation 01
$70,000 for the payment of this cost vt
convicts is now exhausted, and *o no

irjaxj^xaAvieta caJi-b.fi. uul -la^YUifc au,

roads until another appropriation is
available. Tho thing for tho voters
to do till:: year is (o get their legis-
lators pledged to 'arger appropriations
for maintaining convicts at work on
I ho public roads. About 700 gf the'
stilped clothes men are now at wotk
in various counties. The. penitentiary
could easily furnish as many mon'
able-bodied men if there was any
money in tho hand a of tue Highway
Commissioner to foot the. bills fot
maintenance. Tin' penitentiary shoe
shop must go. and appropriations fot
road-working musj be made large
enough to keep every available con¬
vict at work on the roads. Let that
he tho slogan of the voters who will
this year elect a new Legislature.

Coat of Rlcliinoiitl Und Colli«,
(Chicago, a city noted for many

things, some goo\l, some not so good
and somo had, has a number of chaln-
lightning calculators and statisticians.
One of the breed, who happens to ho
a physician, and therefore ought to
7 ¦., CG^iiiiujüLÜl. jux JLaat race.) -T

May Be Made Profitable Crop on

Virginia Lowlands.Facts
and Figures.

COST AND RISK ENUMERATED

Increasing Demand for the "Wil¬
low Rods.Prices Seem to

Be Attractive.

BY FRANK S. WOODSO.V.
I do not know that basket willow

culture will pny in Virginia, but I Judge
from information received from reli¬
able sources that there are thousands
upon thousands of acres of land In this
State and North Carolina that aro pecu¬
liarly suited to the growth of the
willow. However. It may bo that wil¬
low culture Is rather slow getting to
the protlt-maklng point to suit the
aver..go landowner in this part of the
count l y.

I have received a lot of Interest¬
ing information from the Forest Ser¬
vice Bureau of the United States De¬
partment of Agriculture, and am in
dined lb think that many landowners
in Virginia have certain acres that aro
bringing no profit as they now are, butwhich can be made revenue-producingif planted In willows that will producethe basket-making rod. I will con¬dense that Information as much aspossible and give it for tho benefit bl
owners of swamp and boggy lands.
According to the Information fur¬nished by tho Forest Service Bureau,there seems to bo widely varying data

as to tho cost of growing basket wil¬lows arid the profit of the crop. Dur¬ing unfavorable seasons, or if farm¬
ers have not learned how to raise the
crop most economically, expenses maybe relatively high and the yield infe¬rior in quality and quantity, thus mak¬ing the cost per ton very high. Theexpenditures In establishing a planta¬tion depend a good deal upon local con¬ditions. The high Initial expense Inpreparing the'land, purchasing thu cut-ting* and planting them often pre¬cludes a fair average profit on the in¬vestment for the tirst three or fouiyears after planting. jCoMs nod l'rollt«.The. item of greatest expense is thepurchase fit cuttings, which, of course,varies with the price of the cuttingsand tho number' to he planted per acre.Cuttings of 'desirable varieties shouldnot cost more than $1.60 or $"J per'1.000. and It Is often possible to pro¬cure (hem at 51 per 1.000. The totalexpepse Involved during the first year.should not be more, than $76 per acre.The second' year and thereafter, thoexpense of cultivating, harvesting,peeling and marketing should not beover $S0 or I'.n) per acre, which Is, un¬der normal conditions, about two-fifthsof the total gross Income. An averageaero of a well-managed basket willowplantation yields about 4,000 poundsOf rods (weight, of peeled and driedwllowsi, varying somewhat with thevariety, soil and climatic conditions,At fi cents per pound this amounts to

GREAT INDUSTRY
Would Flourish in Vir¬
ginia if Material Was
Grown Near at Hand.

THE HOME-GROWN
CORN IS THE BEST

Co-Operation Between Farmers
and Capital in Towns Would
Lead to Establishment of
Many Paying Industries.

Project Being Agitated
in One Community.

II V FTIAXK S. WOODSOX,Industrial Kultor.How many Richmond people, knowIhat the largest broom factory in thoSouth is operated in this city? Com-
. paratively few I dare say. Yes. it isabout Hie largest, and a small enter¬prise it is at that. There tire less thanhalf a dozen establishments in theState engaged in the manufacture ofbrooms, and they are all on the smallorder, and yet thousands upon thou¬sands of brooms are in daily use inthe. torritory that trades with Rich¬mond. Virginia factories ought tosupply all of this broom trade, butthey do not. because there, are. asstated, but very few in the State, andthey are all small. This cond'tioh needsan explanation, and in a long talk Ihad with a broom-maker the otherday I think I found the explanation.The Virginia broom factories havato buy their stock, that is to say. thobroom corn, a long ways from baseThe Richmond factory buys in carloadlots broom corn that Is grown In Okla¬homa. Kansas. Nebraska and in SouthAmerica, and the freight on it is some¬thing startling. I saw my friend paythe charges on a carload of the stockthat came from Kansas, and the freightbill was within a few dollars of halfthe cost of the carload of broom corn.

Ilut I.title Growu in Virginia.I asked this broom-maker why hodid not buy his stock nearer home."Can't got It any nearer." was hislaconic reply, i sought further Infor¬mation, and was told that there is
hardly enough broom corn grown inVirginia to keep this one l'ttle fac¬
tory at work three months In the year.The demand for the broom corn grownIn Kansas and other Western States
named is so great that the growers
come nowhere near meeting it, andhence a vast deal of the stock made
Into brooms in this country Is exportedfront South America. Every now and
then tho little Richmond factory has
t> buy a carload or two of the South
American grown corn, which he getsfrom New York, and after the duty is
paid on It and the freight bills afo
added the South American grown stock
becomes mighty costly, and that 's on«i
of the reasons brooms are now so highin the retail stores of Richmond and
all other cities and towns. This con¬
dition of affairs fully explains why
there are so few broom factories "n
Vlrgln'a and the South.

On n Virginia CJroiv the Stockt
The broom factory man I talked

with was a farmer boy, and grew up
and worked on a Chesterfield farm, and
so when I asked him if Virginia, landsjean grow the broom corn successfullyI and thus supply the few factories now
in existence in the State and the fifty
or more that might be and ought to
he ln the State, he was right in his
native element, and on the subject he
spoke eloquently. Front his eloquence
I learned that the broom corn Is an
easy crop to grow, that Virginia lands,
especially In the James River section,
are better adapted to its growth than
are the lands of the Far West or the
lands Of South America.
This fact Is amply proven by tho

actual experience in the factory. Tho
little Virginia-grown stock my friend
Is able to get every now and then he
declares to be superior to that he buya
In the West and far superior to the few
carloads he has used from South Amer¬
ica. He tells me that Virginia soil 's
not only well adapted to the cultivation
of broom corn, but that it Is a hardy
plant, nnd its cultivation is easy, but
the trouble comes with caring for It
And properly harvesting the crop to the.
end that the straw shall be made to
grow straight; that the corn shall not
got too ripe before cutting: that it
shall be properly carol for after cut¬
ting, and that it shall be properly
threshed and cleaned of the seed. My
friend thinks Virginia farmers would
have a good deal to learn along these
lines, '.nt the value of o crop after
it has been grown and properly pre¬
pared for market will amply pay Ihn
average Virginia farmer to acquire this
information and to act upon it. when
acquired.
Factories Would Follow CuUivntlom.

The. natural result of extensive cul¬
tivation of the broom corn in Virginia
would be the establishment of many
broom factories and the building up
of a splendid Industry that is now
almost a stranger to the State, an in¬

dustry that would employ many peo¬
ple, pay goo.l wages and keep a vase
amount of money at home that now

goes elsewhere and bring equally as
much front the territory with which
Richmond and Virginia manufacturers
and merchants have vast business in
other lines
The machinery necessary to equip a

broom factory is not costly, and nu
great amount of capital is required
to embark in the business. The art
of broom making with the proper ma¬

chinery In use is very easily mastered,
and there would be no trouble oh tho
labor score. A ilo7.cn broom factories
in Richmond nnd twice as many nwra
in other parts of the State would not
he too man:, and they would be es¬
tablished and successfully operated if
the stock could he bought at home.
The. stock can. be made In . irgtnta,
ami any farmer who ha* tho land
need not hesitate to grow tho broom
com. for thu demand for it all over
this country is and has been for many
years greatly in pxcesa of tho supply,

Ueninvkable Coincidence.
Sine.- writing the above and be¬

fore It could be put In type. I have

CConUnuctPöö Second Fae*).'


